
 

Husch Blackwell LLP 

 
 
Washington, D.C. 
Direct: 202.378.2356 
Fax: 202.378.2319 
david.hendel@huschblackwell.com 

Industry 
Technology 

Related Services 
Business Litigation 
Government Compliance, Investigations & 

Litigation 
Government Contracts 
Logistics 
Manufacturing 
Postal Service Contracting 
Qui Tam / False Claims Act 
Truck, Transit & Ground 
 

David P. Hendel 
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David is a government contracts attorney in Husch Blackwell’s Technology, 
Manufacturing & Transportation practice group, with a special focus on Postal 
Service contracting. He regularly advises clients on a variety of issues, including 
selection and award, protests and disagreements, contract administration, contract 
interpretation, subcontracting, compliance, changes, equitable adjustments, claims 
and disputes, false claims, government investigations, due diligence, audits, 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, termination and debarment. He also 
serves as counsel to the National Star Route Mail Contractors Association 
(NSRMCA), for which he writes a monthly column on postal contracting.  

Additionally, David also litigates claims, protests and other matters before the U.S. 
Court of Federal Claims (USCFC), the Civilian Board of Contract Appeals (CBCA), 
the USPS Supplier Disagreement Resolution Official, and U.S. district courts. David 
frequently assists contractors facing False Claims Act investigations and litigation. 
He represents clients ranging in size from Fortune 100 companies to sole 
proprietorships.  

David began his legal practice in 1982 as an honors attorney in the Office of 
Contracts and Property Law at USPS headquarters. For six years he advised postal 
officials on procurement matters, litigated contract claims and handled agency 
protests.   

In private practice, recognizing how vastly the Postal Service’s procurement 
environment differed from those of other federal agencies, David developed and 
presented a variety of seminars on postal contracting. More than 1,000 contractors 
have attended these seminars. Since 2001, David has annually compiled and 
published a list of the Postal Service’s top suppliers. Recognized as an authority on 
postal contracting, he is frequently sought-after by the media to comment on postal 
procurement topics. 

Representative Experience 
 Obtained preliminary injunction in U.S. District Court that led to restoration of 

mail contractor's security clearance and award of attorneys’ fees for 
governmental bad faith. 

 Defeated government’s False Claims Act action by obtaining full recovery on 
the contractor's affirmative claims and eventual payment by the government for 
interference with the contractor's performance. 

 Brought protest challenging Postal Service transportation contract, resulting in 
agency terminating the challenged contract and awarding contract to client.  

 Defended contractor in federal court protest concerning online auction 
irregularities. 

 Filed protest (disagreement) with the Postal Service Supplier Dispute 
Resolution Official challenging the evaluation of proposals and award of a 
multimillion-dollar services contract. 

 Advised contractor on responding to agency solicitation for multiyear, 
multimillion-dollar contract to procure and distribute office products to more 
than 30,000 ordering locations. 
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 Prepared and recovered on claim for costs incurred by contractor under termination for convenience and suspension of work 
under a shared energy savings contract. 

 Represented agency official wrongfully discharged for alleged improper use of official mail. Obtained reversal of action, 
restoration of position, back wages, and attorneys’ fees. 

 Demonstrated to prosecuting attorney that transportation contractor’s fuel usage complied with contract terms and did not 
constitute false statements, false claims, or criminal conduct. 

 Investigated and prepared claim for multiple changes and changed conditions encountered under a logistics services contract 
that resulted in agency making a multimillion-dollar payment to contractor in negotiated settlement. 

 Represented contractor whose products were improperly rejected based on agency's faulty interpretation of ambiguous 
contract specifications. 

 Performed due diligence review and provided legal advice on licensing, patent and foreign ownership issues intertwined in 
hedge fund and internal management's buyout of company with substantial Department of Defense contracts. 

 Represented contractor before the Postal Service Board of Contract Appeals (PSBCA) in action that led to conversion of 
default termination into termination for convenience and a favorable monetary settlement.  

 Advised a software company in dispute with USPS over license agreement coverage. 

 Represented transportation contractor in litigation before the PSBCA in dispute over fuel usage. 

 Brought protest in federal court that resulted in termination of disputed contract award and award to protester. 

 Prepared materials for novation of 70 contracts to a new entity.  

 Opposed release of contractor’s confidential information sought under a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request with 
favorable results. 

 Organized and coordinated team that prepared and drafted contract claims in excess of $700 million under integrated 
facilities, services and transportation contract. 

 Provided advice and counsel to contractor preparing proposal in response to solicitation for several hundred million dollar 
equipment purchase. 

 Defended multiple contractors in False Claims Act investigations by the Office of Inspector General (OIG) and legal actions 
brought by U.S. attorneys. 

Awards & Recognitions 
 U.S. Postal Service, Special Commendation for Meritorious Service, 1989 

Professional Associations & Memberships 
 American Bar Association, Administrative Law, Contract Law and Litigation Sections 

 Association for Postal Commerce (PostCom) 

 Boards of Contract Appeals Bar Association 

 District of Columbia Bar Association, Government Contract and Litigation Section 

 National Star Route Mail Contractors Association (NSRMCA), Association Attorney 

Admissions 
 District of Columbia, 1983 

 New York, 1983 

 Virginia, 1992 

 U.S. District Court, District of Columbia, 1984 

 U.S. District Court, Southern District of Illinois, 2008 
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 U.S. Court of Federal Claims, 1985 

 U.S. Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit, 1990 

 U.S. Court of Appeals, Fourth Circuit, 2003 

 U.S. Supreme Court 

Education 
 J.D., New York University School of Law, 1982 

 B.A., Brandeis University, magna cum laude, 1979 

Publications & Presentations 
 Columnist, “Legal Corner,” The Star Carrier, National Star Route Mail Contractors Association, 2004-present 

 Articles author, Contractors Perspective blog, www.contractorsperspective.com 

 Course director, “Making Sense of Your Postal Service Contract: Do You Really Understand What You Just Signed?” 2010 - 
present 

 Course director, “Advanced Topics in U.S. Postal Service Contracting,” 2010 - present 

 Course director, “Changes, Modifications and Claims under U.S. Postal Service Contracts,”  2003 - present 

 Course director, “Doing Business with the U.S. Postal Service,” 1992 - present 

 Course director, “HCR Contractors – You Do Have Rights,” 2014 

 Course director, “Postal Service Contracting:  What Every HCR Contractor Should Know,” 2013 

 Author, “Making Sense of Your Postal Service Contract: Do You Really Understand What You Just Signed?” revised edition, 
October 2011 

 Author, “Will $13M Scandal Lead USPS to Better Procurement Regs?” Law 360, June 2011 

 Author, “Misaddressed Reform: The U.S. Postal Service’s New Procurement Guidelines,” Legal Backgrounder, Washington 
Legal Foundation, January 2006  

 Author, “Contracting with the U.S. Postal Service I and II,” Briefing Papers, Federal Publications Inc., 1993, 2002 
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